
They give when nobody is 

looking. They help without 

expecting any praise or publicity. 

They support critical care 

research and other causes 

because they worry about their 

own health needs and those of 

others. Such are the traits held by 

Ted and Enid Jansen, a modest, 

philanthropic senior couple from 

Calgary.  

 Few have ever heard of 

the self -made business and life 

partners who earned their 

recreational pilots licenses in the 

early 1950s and turned them into 

very successfu l  hel i copter 

enterprise by the time they 

retired nearly 40 years later. 

That's just the way the Jansens 

want it.  

 Itôs difficult to estimate 

their charitable contributions 

although they standout in their 

support for dozens of health -

related causes, child care and 

school projects, western heritage 

preservation, hospitals, the 

d i s ad v an ta g ed  and  o t h e r 

nonprofit resources. Both are 

tight - lipped about their generosity 

and are equally coy about 

personal information such as age. 

ñJust say: óOld enoughô, ñsays 

Ted, as the rascal dodges another 

delicate question by cracking 

wise. And then his eyes light up 

as the giant of a man, both in size 

and character, mischievously 

looks across the table at his 

pocket -sized accomplice Enid. She 

agrees and he flashes a playful 

grin as big as his western belt 

buckle and as wide as his cowboy 

hat.  

 Coaxing him or his central 

Alberta - raised wife of nearly 58 

years to say something flattering 

about their success or bare 

personal details is impossible. 

ñHeôs got a photographic 

memory,ò Enid finally surrenders. 

ñNot everyone can read 

something and tell you what page 

itôs on 20 years later.ò  

 Meanwhile, Ted is fidgeting 

with his paper coffee cup, 

squirming with discomfort to shed 

any light on their benevolence. 

Nothing seems to make him and 

Enid more uncomfortable than 

talking about themselves.  ñI 

guess we just kind of hit it off 

when we met éò he says. ñé and 

we were business partners before 

we were married,ò soft-spoken 

Enid finishes his sentence.  

 A memory about flying 

commercial aircraft comes easier 

to Ted and Enid then evading 

questions about their personalities 

and their accomplishments. 

Reflecting on their life story, the 

common streak in a blue sky of 

recollections is the Saskatchewan 

farm boy was a cool hand when 

the stakes were high, whether 

working Alberta oil rigs as a 

young man, on a crop dusting 

adventure to New Zealand with 

his young bride, or leasing their 

first helicopter in Western Canada 

back in 1961.  

 That calmness likely made 

him a great pilot and licensed 

instructor, and would serve him 

wel l  as  an  en t rep reneu r 

throughout his aviation career. 

But no one will ever hear that 

directly from Enidôs understated 

Ted. Tall and fit, with silver 

strands in his neatly combed hair, 

he looks more like a rancher than 
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a pilot, which reflects their recent 

lifestyle on a cattle spread near 

Strathmore. ñWe donôt get along 

when we work together,ò he 

teases. Yet, you get the feeling 

t he i r  pe rcep t i ve  bus iness 

decisions were not made in 

isolation. ñIt was just one of those 

things. On the rigs, we saw other 

people making good money in 

helicopters,ò Ted recalls a shared 

i n t e r e s t  i n  a e r o n a u t i c 

opportunities that built up one of 

Western Canada's foremost 

helicopter flight and maintenance 

organizations.  

 Some of Tedôs bashfulness 

evaporates when he talks about 

flight. He reckons he trained 

about 100 helicopter pilots 

wearing his instructorôs hat, but 

only after Enid brings it up. Under 

their direction, Alpine Helicopters 

was involved in virtually every 

other type of commercial 

application that would keep them 

in the sky such as power line and 

p ipe l i ne cons t ruc t i on  and 

inspection, mining and mineral 

exploration, agriculture spraying, 

film production, heli - skiing and 

heli -hiking ... just to name a few.  

 After a lifetime of work, 

and seeing plenty of the world on 

board various cruise ships, Ted 

and Enid are throttling down 

these days. The retirees recently 

gave up the trappings of their 16 -

room ranch house for independent 

living in a modest cottage at a 

south Calgary seniorôs project. 

They are still getting settled. 

Pictures and plaques still line the 

baseboards while a prominent 

portrait of Chief Dan George rests 

on an easel in their living room 

and precious souvenirs from their 

globe - trotting perch in glass 

cases.  

 Enid jokes about the life -

changing move to crowded city 

life. ñYou canôt hang clothes on 

the line in your nightshirt,ò she 

says and they both chime in about 

exposure to the adjacent cottage 

where the breakfast nook window 

is only a few strides north of their 

own. You can bet, that neighbour 

wonôt ever catch Enid not looking 

stylish. Today sheôs jettisoned her 

ranch clothes and Tedôs Golden 

Girl looks prim and proper and hip 

in her spiffy suit.  

 The Jansens are just as 

sophisticated about choosing 

charities and how they can most 

effectively contribute to service 

their own needs. At the same time 

they opt for those organizations 

with a ó100-per -cent policyô where 

donations go directly to the cause 

and separate benefactors support 

the staffing and operations of the 

nonprofit itself. ñWe have a 

special interest in the CICF,ò says 

Ted, who was introduced to the 

foundation by his friend and 

former CICF executive director 

Wayne Peterson of Cochrane. ñWe 

know our donation is going to 

research where thatôs going to 

help patients. Someday youôre 

going to need intensive care.ò 

 CICF Chair Dr. Cindy 

Hamielec says she is delighted to 

announce the Foundation has 

named the Top Research Grant for 

2008/09 in recognition of the 

Jansens. ñGrant-naming shows 

o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d 

acknowledges our enduring 

relationship with Ted and Enid and 

others like them who help us 

initiate more clinical research 

studies in intensive care.ò 

 To that end, Enid says 

their charitable philosophy is: ñItôs 

better to give with a warm heart 

than a cold hand.ò And then sheôs 

quick to attribute that quote to 

someone else -  a fundraising 

professional from Calgary. There 

they go again, giving credit to 

everyone except themselves .  
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CICF Chair Dr. Cindy Hamielec is pleased to announce the Foundation has named the 
Top Research Grant for 2008/09 in recognition of Ted and Enid Jansen, a philanthropic 
couple from Calgary with a history of support for critical care research and professional 
development. Dr. Hamielec said the intensive care community appreciates their lasting 
relationship with the Jansens and other Canadians who commit funds to initiate more 
studies by researchers in intensive care and related fields. 


